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Dear Mr Gaines, 
 
Thank you for your email of 20 October 2011 to Michael Moore MP, Minister of State for Scotland, 
about the reduction of RAF bases in Scotland in relation to the NATO-Russia council. I have been 
asked to reply. 
 
I can confirm that discussions with NATO occur on a regular basis through the NATO Defence 
Planning process and that these discussions focus on defence capabilities. The NATO-Russia Council 
is a forum for discussing shared security issues and co-operation and is not the correct forum for 
discussions on changes to national planning. The NATO-Russia Council provides a valuable 
framework for practical co-operation and consultation on current security issues. 
 
The Treaty on Open Skies is a principal Conventional Arms Control and Confidence and Security 
Building mechanism in which the United Kingdom participates. The Treaty on Open Skies allows 
uninhibited access to signatories’ airspace whilst being escorted by representatives of the host nation. 
Its purpose is to increase confidence between nations through transparency. 
 
The RAF’s air defence capability to detect and deter aircraft approaching UK sovereign airspace is just 
one layer of a multi-layered approach that the UK Government takes to protect UK and NATO-
monitored airspace. The reduction of RAF bases in Scotland has no impact on this capability. Quick 
Reaction Alert (QRA) procedures entail Typhoon aircraft and crews being held at continuous ground 
readiness, 24/7, allowing us to provide good response across the country and its approaches. They 
can take off within minutes to protect UK sovereign airspace. RAF Lossiemouth is already a well 
founded fast jet operating base.  Its location alongside RAF Coningsby provides good geographic 
coverage of the entire of the United Kingdom Airspace including the approaches to United Kingdom 
airspace from the North. 
 
 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Nyssa O’Kelly 
Air-DRes Sec 3b1a 
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