
UNITED NATIONS 
ASSOCIATION EDINBURGH

Newsletter
January 2013



UNA Edinburgh Newsletter  January 2013 
	  

	   i	  

	   	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
The	  Convener’s	  

Report	  
	  
	  

Happy New Year! Have you 
managed to keep all your New Year’s 
resolutions? 
 

It has been a very active and busy 
year for UNA Edinburgh! Among other 
things we’ve accomplished this year, we 
mentored the Lord Provost’s Peace 
Initiative and, after several meetings in the 
City Chambers, we established a list of 
things we must take forward – a 
constitution, a mission statement, a logo 
and a conference.  Those are the 
highlights, but the day-to-day work of 
UNAE continues with the working groups 
on world issues meeting. 
 

The constitution is now just about 
in a completed form and we will approve it 
fairly soon. The mission statement is now 
finished. The logo competition was held 
and – thanks to the Soroptimist 
International – prizes were awarded to the 
winners. 
 

The UNAE also helped and 
supported the international conference 
that was held at the Scottish Parliament in 
May 2012 on “A Middle East Free of 
Weapons of Mass Destruction: The 
Challenges”. It was a very successful 
conference and we were fortunate to have 
speakers from Israel, Palestine, Iran and 
Syria to lead us.  
 

The symposium in October on 
“Peace Building: The Civil Society 
Contribution,” which was held in the City 
Chambers and the Moray House, to 
jumpstart the Edinburgh Peace Initiative 
(EPI) was also an international conference 
with contributions from the global 
community. 
 

A great deal has been 
accomplished and we now have UN 
House in Hunter Square, part of Dolphin 
House. This gives us a focal point, and it 
is close to the City Chambers and not far 
from the Parliament. 
 

The Scottish Minister for External 
Affairs and International Development, 
Humza Yousaf, opened the UN House 
and met with the representatives from 
UNAE and other UN affiliates. 
 

We now have 35 different 
organisations taking part in the EPI and 
we are grateful to so many people – to 
Gari Donn who supports, guides and 
assists us all; to Rabbi David Rose, who 
has been elected Convener of Edinburgh 
Interfaith Association, for his support and 
enthusiasm; and to George Wilkes from 
New College for his insights and research.  
To the three of them, a very personal 
thank you. 
 

Most especially, the work of the 
UNAE continues because of the support 
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of the membership who over the years 
has seen the need and urgency for world 
peace in a troubled and conflicting world. 
 

As I write this, the news is 
dominated by the troubles in Mali and the 
French intervention with the help of the 
UK. 2013 looks as if it will continue to be a 
time of conflict in the world, when the UN 
will be stretched to its limits to keep the 
peace. The UNAE has a very important 

part to play in ensuring world peace. For 
without peace, poverty wins and people 
starve. 
 

Thank you for your part in making 
the world a safer place. 
 

I leave you with the saying of the 
ancient Greeks, which they sang in 
chorus: may my spear be laid aside with 
spiders’ web! 

 
 
Rev. Dr. George Grubb 
Convener, United Nations Association Edinburgh 
Lord Provost of Edinburgh 2007-2012 
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UN Security Council meeting on nuclear non-proliferation (UN Photo/Rick Bajornas) 
 

Report	  from	  the	  	  
Nuclear	  Non-‐Proliferation	  	  

Working	  Group	  
 

Alec Gaines, Convener 
 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Working Group 

United Nations Association Edinburgh 
	  

	  
2012: An Olympic Year 
 

It was a wonderful, heartening 
Olympics: day after day of breathtaking, 
graceful events starting from the 
ceremonial but informal parade round the 
stadium – everyone happy, every team 
cheerful, everyone photographing 
everyone else. Our Government had given 
visas even to the Iranians. Best of all, 
perhaps, was the camaraderie, the 
comradeship, the athletes in the decathlon 

and the heptathlon and throughout the 
Paralympics encouraging each other, 
even though they were competitors. 
 

This is what the world should be 
like – this is what the world was like. The 
world was exciting and in harmony.  
 

If we can all live like that, why can’t 
our politicians?  Why is the natural 
reaction of a politician one of distrust? 
How could Putin sit in the Olympic 



UNA Edinburgh Newsletter  January 2013 
	  

	   iv	  

Stadium enjoying the experience and not 
be stalwart for human rights? How can our 
Prime Minister, speaking eloquently of the 
Olympic spirit, leave the stadium to 
traverse the Middle East selling weapons 
enabling peoples to kill each other? We 

came from 2012 buoyed by having seen 
what the world could be like but frustrated 
by the built-in distrust of politicians who 
are unable to take in what’s before their 
eyes.

  
 

 
The Olympic Flag side by side with the UN Flag (UN Photo/Evan Schneider) 
 

The year 2012 started 
constructively with a message from 
Alistair Burt, the Minister of State at the 
Foreign Office, through Mark Lazarowicz 
MP: “ I was pleased to hear that 
Edinburgh UNA proposes setting up a 
committee to foster nuclear disarmament 
education in schools. The final document 
from the 2010 Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty underscored the importance of 
disarmament and non-proliferation 
education as a useful and effective means 
to advance the goals of the Treaty in order 
to achieve a world without nuclear 
weapons...”  
 

In March George Watson’s College 
held its annual model UN. This year 600 
pupil-participants learnt how to engage 
with the world, take on board different 
national views, master UN procedures – 

and somehow spread sweetness and 
light.  
 
The International Chemical Weapons 
Convention 
 

Then there was the 15th 
International Chemical Weapons 
Demilitarisation Conference in Glasgow 
on May 2012, which proclaimed that in 
accordance with the International 
Convention, countries had destroyed 
nearly three quarters of the world’s 
chemical weapons by 29th April – we are 
talking of quantities of the order of 50,000 
tonnes. In the USA, Russia, Libya and 
Iraq, destruction was still incomplete. It 
was a professional and exhilarating 
Conference; Russia was proffered 
technical and financial help to ensure that 
the destruction of her chemical weapons 
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became complete. Those very few 
countries that have yet to sign the 
International Chemical Weapons 
Convention bring nothing but shame upon 
themselves. They can be certain that any 
use of chemical weapons will bring their 
leaders before the International Criminal 
Court.  
 
The Challenges of a Middle East Free 
of Weapons of Mass Destruction 
 

The 2010 Review of the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty proposed a UN 
Meeting in 2012 to initiate the generation 
of a “Middle East Free of Weapons of 
Mass Destruction.” This was the perfect 
avenue for the UNAE to help. Malcolm 
Chisholm MSP proceeded to set up a one-
day conference for us in the Scottish 
Parliament. Scotland and UNA were 
determined that the earlier UN Conference 
in Helsinki would make a successful start 
towards a Middle East free of WMD. Sir 
Jeremy Greenstock, former UK 
Ambassador to the UN, chaired the 
conference. Three of Edinburgh’s MPs ran 
round table discussions, as did four 
MSPs. Despite the reluctance of the FCO 
and the UK Border Agency to issue visas, 
there were major contributions from Gaza, 
Iran, Israel and Syria. The Ambassadors 
of Finland and Turkey came determined to 
be constructive. The Conference Report 
discussing the challenges was distributed 
to UNA branches throughout Britain, to 
each of Scotland’s MPs and, above all, 
thanks to the courtesy of the Peace 
Research Institute of Frankfurt, throughout 
the Middle East. 
 
The International Arms Trade Treaty 
 

In July all the members of the UN 
gathered “for an historical initiative” to 
formulate an International Arms Trade 

Treaty to control global trade in weapons. 
It cannot be said too often that in regions 
such as the Middle East most of the killing 
uses weapons that have been imported. 
Many nations strove hard to draft a 
rigorous treaty. In this they were 
supported throughout the world by 
peoples and NGOs lobbying and signing 
petitions. Edinburgh UNA signed the 
petitions and wrote repeatedly to our 
Members of Parliament. We were 
exhilarated by the positive response we 
obtained. Your Members of Parliament 
understood the importance of an 
International Arms Trade Treaty, in 
particular Graeme Morrice MP 
(Livingston), who spent much time 
impressing on HMG the need for a Treaty. 
The Scottish Parliament took part, too. 
Answering a question from John Finnie 
MSP, Fergus Ewing described how the 
Scottish Government was trying to 
persuade arms manufacturers in Scotland 
to divert into the production of civil goods. 
Alas, however, the New York meeting was 
unable to agree on a draft Treaty and 
discussion was postponed until the 
Meeting of the General Assembly in the 
autumn. 
 
The Edinburgh Peace Initiative 
 

The day before UN Sunday in 
October, The Edinburgh Peace Initiative 
held it’s opening event – “Conflict 
Resolution, Peace Building and Peace 
Keeping: The Civil Society Contribution,” a 
long weekend’s conference at the City 
Chambers. Clausewitz, you may recall, 
said, “War was the continuation of 
diplomacy by other means.” But 2012 was 
an Olympic Year, and for three days, a 
hundred of us listened to professionals 
from all over the world and learnt and 
considered together how we could build 
peace. 
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People from Arab countries join hands at the height of Arab Spring (AP/Getty Images) 
 
The Arab Spring 
 

Throughout the year Dr. Gari Donn 
has been encouraging the development of 
education in the Middle East. UNA 
Edinburgh has been acting as a post 
office distributing information between 
colleagues in Ethiopia, Gaza, Iran, Israel, 
Syria, the Sudan and Turkey. At the 
Conference in the Scottish Parliament last 
May, Omar Shaban suggested there 
should be a similar meeting in the Middle 
East. We encouraged the PalThink Center 
for Strategic Studies to hold a workshop in 
Gaza discussing the removal of weapons 
of mass destruction from the Middle East. 
The workshop was held in November, the 
first discussion of the subject in Palestine. 
In the Olympic spirit of idealism, the 
workshop took place shortly after the 
renewal of confrontation and violence 
between Palestine and Israel. For the first 
time, we participated electronically, 
listening and watching Gaza on a large 
screen, as Gaza listened and watched us 
too.  
 

Consider 2013: Meeting the Challenge 
 

Both the Government and the 
Ministry of Defence have stated that they 
are “working towards a safer world in 
which no country feels the need for 
nuclear weapons”. In 2013 we shall work 
to encourage collaboration between 
NATO and Russia so making it easier for 
the world to rid itself of nuclear weapons. 
We will do everything we can to 
encourage the signing of a rigorous 
International Arms Trade Treaty next 
March in the firm belief that this will make 
the world safer. And in the spirit of the 
Arab Spring, in the Olympic spirit, we will 
continue to promote the generation of a 
Middle East free of weapons of mass 
destruction – including the removal of 
nuclear weapons from Israel and from the 
NATO base at Incirlik in Southern Turkey. 
In this we are heartened by news of the 
‘Sesame Project’ in which several 
countries including Cyprus, Iran, Israel, 
Pakistan and Turkey are all collaborating 
to construct a synchrotron in Jordan 
together.  Yes, together. 
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A celebration in a boarding school in Dushanbe, Tajikistan where the UNDP rehabilitated the main building 
and donated a vehicle. (UNDP Photo) 

Report	  from	  the	  	  
International	  Development	  

Working	  Group	  
	  

Ken Stewart, Convener 
International Development Working Group 

United Nations Association Edinburgh 
	  

 

United Nations Association 
Edinburgh’s International Development 
Working Group has, through its members, 
studied various aspects of international 
development in society today, and their 
impact on the world’s population. UNA 
Scotland tasked themselves (through UNA 
Edinburgh) to ‘identify then make a 
demonstrable difference’ in the field of 
International Development by asking the 
ID Working Group to explore a means of 

contributing positively to the challenges 
facing the aspirations of the UN 
Development Fund. 

International Development ‘Aid 
Disbursement’ 

It soon became apparent to us that 
decades of International Development aid 
disbursement (based on top down 
cascading intentions) was flawed and had 
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proved at best palliative rather than 
creating sustainable improvement. All too 
often funds are creamed from the top by 
governments, kleptocratic elitists or 
questionable politicians and fail to reach 
the intended recipients in the amounts 
anticipated or envisaged by donor nations 
or NGO’s. Aid is also considered 
demeaning and often described as a 
distraction to real progress by most 
women groups, especially in Africa. The 
eventual level of diminished funds which 
eventually percolate downward are often 
distributed to the male heads of families 
and not to the women who manage the 
day to day survival resources of each 

family. It is contended that ‘the men often 
squander, purchase beer and are 
encouraged into indolence by these male 
dominated hand outs.’ 

However, there is no question that 
in times of crises, famine, drought or 
conflict, aid is both necessary and vital, 
but unconditional aid is also a tool often 
exploited for geopolitical advantage. 
Foreign aid is seldom charity and is 
undoubtedly used by the super powers as 
a strategic investment to obtain access to 
a nation’s natural resources or for geo-
political gain. 

 
 

 
Neelam, pictured here, is among the 100 men and women who were trained in Peshawar by UNDP’s Refugee 
Affected and Hosting Areas programme. (UNDP Photo) 
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Sources of Aid Disbursement 
 

Much international aid comes from 
donor nations who are funded in turn by 
their taxpayers. In the UK, 0.7% of our 
nation's GDP is allocated by the British 
Government to this laudable cause. 
However, of the 7 Billion Sterling this 
represents, 4 Billion Sterling is distributed 
'conditionally' by the Department for 
International Development (DfID) 
(enabling us to determine where such 
funding is disbursed). The remaining 3 
Billion Sterling is given over 
'unconditionally' to agencies such as the 
IMF, the World Bank and subsidiaries 
such as the International Finance 
Corporation (IFC) to them to disburse as 
they see fit.  
 

The World Bank subsidiary IFC are 
set up to fund joint ventures on an 
unconditional basis to facilitate JV's 

between Corporations and Resource 
nations. In practice however, this 
apparently expedient, unconditional 
arrangement is 'loose' and encourages 
and enables 'capital flight' and the 
misappropriation of natural resources from 
emergent nations. 
 

Such arrangements fly in the face 
of democratic, transparent, democratic 
accountability within emerging nations. It 
enables immoral and illicit 'under the 
radar' private transactions and facilitates 
tax evasion and as a result, fails to deliver 
legitimate tax revenues to deserving 
countries.  
 

Multinational Corporations are also 
guilty of the immoral exploitation of 
emerging resource nations. Land grabbing 
and the resultant closing of traditional or 
developing craft industries might be done 
legitimately but not necessarily ethically. 

 

 
Community development and capacity building is important to international development. (UNDP Photo) 
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The Challenge 
 

What was once described as the 
Third World has been supported by 
continual decades of unconditional 
International Aid which has failed to solve 
the problem of escalating global poverty, 
economic stagnation, mounting food and 
water shortages and potential global time 
bombs of simmering health crises and 
social upheaval. The well-intentioned and 
beneficent West has set up NGOs and 
Government Aid programmes (albeit 
strategized from what the West see as 
their vision of global aid requirements) to 
address underdevelopment and 
depravation and yet to no identifiable avail 
or marked improvement. Too often the 
wishes and invaluable local knowledge of 

the citizens of these fragile areas have 
been excluded or have been ignored. 
Unscrupulous Governments and 
mercenary opportunists have grown 
wealthy from such unconditional funding 
by misappropriating or siphoning off funds 
for personal gain to the detriment of their 
citizens. 
 

In the coming summer, the 
International Development working group 
of UNA Edinburgh, along with international 
development experts, is looking forward to 
present to you the complete and 
comprehensive form of this study. This will 
be a very exciting document when 
released to the politicians, the press, and 
the public. 
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UNA	  Edinburgh’s	  	  
Year	  2012	  in	  Pictures	  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Reception	  at	  the	  UN	  House	  
27	  May	  2012 
 
A reception was held at the UN House, on    
the evening before our international 
conference on proposals to establish a 
Weapons of Mass Destruction Free Zone 
in the Middle East. 
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EPI	  Conference	  on	  Peace	  Building:	  
The	  Civil	  Society	  Contribution	  
20-‐22	  October	  2012	  
 
The Edinburgh Peace Initiative Conference on 
Peace Building: The Civil Society Contribution 
was held on October at the City Chambers and 
the Moray House in Edinburgh. The conference 
brought together peace builders from all over 
the world to discuss issues on peace and 
conflict, and to find out how civil society can 
contribute to peace building. The event also 
aimed to make Edinburgh a City of Peace.  
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Interns’	  &	  Rapporteurs’	  Party	  
26	  October	  2012	  
 
The interns and rapporteurs of UNAE 
and EPI got together at the UN House 
to celebrate the successful EPI 
conference. 

 
 

 

  
	  
UNAE	  &	  PalThink	  Seminar	  on	  
WMDFZ	  in	  the	  Middle	  East	  
12	  November	  2012	  
 
The United Nations Association Edinburgh 
in cooperation with PalThink organized a 
seminar that spanned from the UK to 
Palestine on “Freeing the Middle East 
from Nuclear Weapons.” PalThink for 
Strategic Studies is an independent non-
profit, non-political, non-governmental and 
non-sectarian think and do tank that aims 
to stimulate and inspire rational public 
discussions and consensus for the well-
being of the Palestinians and the Region. 
 
 
 
 



UNA Edinburgh Newsletter  January 2013 
	  

	   xiv	  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advanced	  Higher	  Modern	  
Studies	  Conference 
16	  November	  2012	  
 
UNAE was invited to participate in the 
AHMS Conference at the Scottish 
Parliament to promote the organisation 
and its activities, especially the Model 
UN, to young students from all over 
Scotland. 
 

Humza	  Yousaf	  MSP	  Visits	  	  
the	  UN	  House	  
5	  December	  2012	  

 
Scotland’s Minister for External Affairs and 
International Development, Humza Yousaf 
MSP, visited the UN House and met with 
representatives of UNAE, UNA Scotland 
and other UN-affiliated organisations.  
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UNA	  Edinburgh	  Member	  Update	  
	  
	  

The Branch Committee meeting on Friday 25 January 2013 was delighted that 
Petra Messinger has agreed to be our new Treasurer, in place of our previous 
Treasurer, Brian Robertson, who has returned to Canada. We are thankful to 
Brian for all the work he has done for us during a difficult time and we welcome 
Petra to her new appointment. She will be supported by a group of Committee 
members, including George Grubb, Gari Donn, Tom Pilcher and Martin Verity 
and we wish her every success. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*** 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  
 
 
 
George Grubb 
georgelizwellhead@hotmail.com	  
Convener	  
 
Gari Donn  
garid@staffmail.ed.ac.uk 
Vice-‐	  Convener	  
 
Tom Pilcher 
tom.pilcher@hotmail.co.uk 
Secretary	  
 
Petra Messinger 
Petra.Messinger@gmx.at 
Treasurer	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNA	  Edinburgh	  
Committee	  Members	  2012-‐2013	  

 
 
Alec Gaines 
a.f.gaines@btinternet.com 
Convener,	  Nuclear	  Non-‐Proliferation	  
Working	  Group	  
 
Liz Sim  
lizsim@btinternet.com 
Convener,	  Middle	  East	  Working	  
Group	  
 
Ken Stewart 
ken_h_stewart@yahoo.co.uk 
Convener,	  International	  
Development	  Working	  Group	  
 
Dabir Tehrani 
dabir.h.tehrani@adht.co.uk 
Convener,	  Democracy	  and	  Human	  
Rights	  Working	  Group	  
 
Robert Crawford Robert 
r.crawford@gwc.org.uk 
Marion Ulas  
mulas@btinternet.com 
Model	  UN	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
Arbie Baguios 
arbiebaguios@gmail.com 
Newsletter	  Editor	  
Communications	  &	  Media	  Intern	  
	  
For	  more	  information	  on	  this	  
newsletter	  or	  the	  United	  Nations	  
Association	  Edinburgh,	  please	  contact	  
us	  at:	  unaedinburgh@gmail.com	  
	  
Website:	  
www.unaedinburgh.com	  
	  
Facebook:	  
www.facebook.com/UNA.EDH	  
	  
Twitter:	  
@unaedinburgh	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


